Evidence for prevention of borderline leprosy reactions by dapsone.
68 patients were included in a prospective study of the treatment of borderline leprosy. 34 were treated with dapsone 5 mg daily, and 34 with 50 mg daily. Reversal reactions developed in 11 of those on 5 mg daily and in 3 of those on 50 mg daily. The statistically significant difference between the two treatment groups indicates that, contrary to previous teaching, dapsone given in higher dosage does not predispose patients to reversal reactions and indeed may prevent them.